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The GAP Report 2017 

A mid-term report to be published in 2017 will assess the progress 
of the GAP’s implementation and its impact on the scaling up of 
ESD globally. 

The report will measure the GAP’s progress towards its strategic 
objectives – building new momentum, harnessing partnerships, 
fostering a global community of practice and showcasing good 
practice.

It will examine the work of GAP Key Partner Networks and 
the activities of the larger community of GAP stakeholders, 
with particular focus on the implementation of their Launch 
Commitments. 

It will evaluate the GAP’s impact on integration of ESD in policies 
and practices through sample country and stakeholder surveys.

In addition, the report will provide qualitative reporting through 
a compilation of good practice in the GAP’s five Priority Action 
Areas, collected notably through the GAP Clearinghouse. 

UNESCO’s role as coordinator and implementer during the first 
half of the GAP will also be considered. 

In line with the monitoring and evaluation of the post-2015 
agenda, the report will cite evidence of ESD impacts in the context 
of Target 4.71 of the Education Sustainable Development Goal.

1	 “By 2030 ensure all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to 
promote sustainable development, including among others through education 
for sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender 
equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship, 
and appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to 
sustainable development.”  

The GAP mid-term Report will be launched and presented during 
the Global Forum on the GAP to be held in 2017.

UNESCO will publish a final report on the first phase of the GAP 
in 2019.
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UNESCO-Japan Prize on ESD
Celebrating ESD action and innovation

What is the UNESCO-Japan Prize on ESD?

The UNESCO-Japan Prize on Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD) consists of three annual awards of US$50,000 
each. Funded by the Government of Japan, the Prize will be 
awarded for the first time in 2015.

Why a Prize on ESD? 

The UNESCO-Japan Prize on ESD honours outstanding efforts by 
individuals, institutions, organizations and other entities engaged 
in activities promoting education for sustainable development, as 
part of the Global Action Programme (GAP) on ESD. Three criteria 
are applied to assess nominees:

→→ Transformation: The project/programme uses ESD 
as transformative education in support of sustainable 
development and produces evidence of individual and social 
change, involving values and action. 

→→ Integration: The project/programme addresses the three 
dimensions of sustainable development (society, economy, 
environment) in an integrated way.

→→ Innovation: The project/programme demonstrates an 
innovative and imaginative approach to ESD.

In addition, the project/programme should have a high impact 
relative to the invested resources; it should be replicable and 
scalable; and it should contribute to one or more of the GAP’s five 

Priority Action Areas (advancing policy, learning and education, 
capacity building, mobilizing youth, local action).

Who can win the UNESCO-Japan Prize on ESD?

Individuals, institutions, organizations or other entities engaged 
in ESD are all eligible to win the UNESCO-Japan Prize on ESD. 
The nominations must be made by governments and by non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) in official relations with 
UNESCO. Each Member State or NGO can submit up to three 
nominations per year. 

Who can submit nominations?

Nominations should be submitted to the Director-General 
of UNESCO by governments of Member States and non-
governmental organizations in official relations with UNESCO. 
Each government or NGO is allowed up to three nominations. 
Nominations by governments must be forwarded electronically by 
the Member State’s Permanent Delegation to UNESCO. 

The 2016 Selection Process – provisional agenda

→→ January 2016: Launch of call for nominations
→→ 30 April 2016: Last date to submit nomination forms
→→ June/July 2016: International jury meeting
→→ September 2016: Announcement of the prize winners
→→ October/November 2016 : Award ceremony

For further information on the UNESCO-Japan ESD Prize, see: 
http://en.unesco.org/prize-esd
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The laureates of the  
2015 UNESCO-Japan Prize on ESD

The winners of the UNESCO-Japan Prize on ESD are selected 
by the Director-General of UNESCO on the basis of the 
recommendations of an international jury.

Generously funded by the Government of Japan, the Prize is being 
awarded for the first time in 2015. It comprises three annual 
awards of US$50,000 each. 

The three laureates of this year’s Prize were chosen from among 
60 nominations received from Member State governments and 
non-governmental organizations in official relations with UNESCO.

They were selected for outstanding projects inspiring and 
empowering youth to take action to create more sustainable 
lifestyles through individual and collective activities and 
commitment. The prize and award winners recognize the role 
of education in connecting the social, economic, cultural and 
environmental dimensions of sustainable development.
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ASOCIACIÓN SERES  
(GUATEMALA & EL SALVADOR)

Asociación SERES empowers and educates youth to build and 
lead healthy, just and sustainable communities. The Guatemalan 
non-profit organization has been operating in Guatemala and El 
Salvador since 2009, and in the USA since 2015.

SERES receives the award for its ESD Youth Ambassadors 
programme.

ESD Youth Ambassadors

The SERES ESD Youth Ambassadors programme aims to build 
a cohort of facilitators to inspire, mobilize and unleash youth 
leadership for community resilience to a changing climate. The 
project certifies youth ambassadors to train other young people 
to become multipliers of established sustainability programmes. 

These programmes teach about sustainability through a 
leadership lens which helps identify individual and collective 
actions that help build more resilient, thriving communities. 
Ambassadors replicate these programmes in their communities, 
in collaboration with SERES, providing sustainability role models 
for other youth.

The desired outcome is for the SERES Ambassadors to have not 
just the knowledge but also the skills, attitudes and values to act 
as powerful and effective transformative change agents. 

So far, 1,900 youth and young adults in Central and North America 
have been reached this way.

International Jury recommendation: 
“The project reflects an approach which is unusually 
thorough and imaginative in its grasp of the meaning, 
practice and potential of ESD, leading to an impressive 
set of human skills, leadership competencies and 
attitudes amongst the Ambassadors, which accelerate 
societal transition towards sustainability and is truly 
transformative. The project facilitates an effective 
multiplication process which is organic in nature, and 
there is great potential for much wider take-up.”

For more information: www.seres.org
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JAYAGIRI CENTRE 
(INDONESIA)

The Centre for Development of Early Childhood, Non-Formal and 
Informal Education (Jayagiri Centre), established in 1961, is an 
educational office under the Directorate General of the Indonesian 
Ministry of National Education and Culture. 

The Jayagiri Centre attempts to develop and implement ESD 
learning models and programmes in local communities, 
considering their specific needs, potentials and typology. These 
programmes act as lab sites, which can be scaled up, adapted or 
duplicated by other communities in the region.

The Centre receives the award for its Eco-Friendly Entrepreneurship 
programme.

Eco-Friendly Entrepreneurship for Youth and Adults

Eco-Friendly Entrepreneurship for Youth and Adults is an 
adaptable entrepreneurship programme targeting mainly youth 
and adults between the ages of 18 and 45 in rural areas. The 
goal is to shape new entrepreneurs based on a local specialty 
and competitiveness in order to improve the economy of the 
community, while preserving local culture and traditions and the 
neighbouring environment.

The method creates real-life learning conditions. The entry point 
is entrepreneurship through various vocational skills, such as 
handcrafts (making wooden puppets and sculptures), fresh-
water fish farming, growing of organic vegetables, bamboo 
weaving, compost making and wood carving – using mostly 
recycled substances as raw materials. The programme employs 
cooperative-competitive strategies, stimulating learners’ team 
spirit while at the same time encouraging them to familiarize 
themselves with healthy competitiveness with the other groups. 

Since its initiation in 2010, the programme has already reached 
over 15,000 learners. 

International Jury recommendation: 
“Achieving sustainable lifestyles and an eco-economy 
remains a major challenge. This project is an innovative 
and committed approach to the development of 
entrepreneurial skills and engagement with the local 
economic needs, societal interaction and resource use 
based on sustainability principles and pedagogy. This 
approach results in a more sound local economy, socially 
cohesive community whilst maintaining local culture and 
ensuring ESD through practice.” 

For more information: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iYfdUspl2ak 
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ROOTABILITY  
(GERMANY)

rootAbility is an organization run by youth for youth. Most of its 
members are between 20 and 30 years of age. rootAbiliy supports 
and inspires students to make their universities more sustainable, 
resilient and fair, by designing, advocating and running student-
led and staff-supported sustainability hubs. rootAbility is a 
member of the GAP Partner Networks. 

The organization receives the award for its “Green Office” intiative.

The Green Office Model

Students around the world strive to make their educational 
organizations more sustainable. However, many lack the 
resources, time and knowledge to do so. The Green Office Model 
addresses this problem, by structurally integrating the energy and 
creativity of youth into a whole-institution approach towards ESD 
in their universities, colleges and schools. 

The model is based on open-source principles, which are adapted 
to the context of each institution: a team of students and staff runs 
the Green Office with a mandate to advance sustainability within 
the institution. The Green Office receives resources in the form 
of office space and a budget for salaries. The team members are 
trained to run their own activities, such as waste recycling and 
sustainable catering, while raising their own funding.

Until today, the Green Office Model has inspired 14 student-led and 
staff-supported sustainability hubs at universities in Germany, the 
Netherlands, the United Kingdom and Belgium, reaching more 
than 2,000 young people across Europe.

International Jury recommendation: 
“This project models the youth as transformation agents 
by structurally integrating their energy and creativity 
into a whole-institution approach towards ESD. Through 
the sustainability hubs, called green offices, they have 
developed strong partnerships with staff members of 
the institutions. This intense collaboration and inclusive 
participation have ensured the best conditions for 
the necessary changes towards sustainability. The 
effectiveness of this model is dependent only on the 
initiatives of students. Further, the model is capable 
of utilisation and adaptation to many private, public 
and non-governmental organizations, quite beyond 
universities and colleges.” 

For more information: http://rootability.com
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Communication and knowledge management
Spreading the word on ESD

What are the basic tools of GAP communication 
and knowledge management?

UNESCO provides different tools to identify, promote and 
disseminate Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) 
activities and resources. These include the ESD website and 
GAP Clearinghouse, a special GAP visual and the ESD Zoom 
Newsletter.

Why these tools? 

The tools help to promote and disseminate information on 
innovative and effective initiatives, practices, approaches and 
processes that support the GAP’s implementation. For example:

→→ The updated ESD website provides greater visibility and 
recognition for efforts to implement the GAP. 

→→ The GAP Clearinghouse allows stakeholders to share 
information and knowledge, identify gaps, develop joint 
initiatives, raise funds and build capacities. 

→→ The GAP visual, a dynamic blue arrow, increases the visibility 
of the programme and its major actors at global, regional and 
national levels. 

Who are the target audiences?

The various information and communication tools provide 
information on the GAP as well as UNESCO’s ESD-related 
activities to ESD stakeholders who work on the five GAP Priority 
Action Areas: policy-makers, institutional leaders, educators, 
youth, civil society and local authorities, as well as the wider 
public.

The GAP visual will promote UNESCO’s own contributions to the 
GAP as well as those of Key Partners and a wide range of other 
stakeholders.
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The GAP visual

The Global Action Programme (GAP) on Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD) seeks to generate and scale up action in 
education at all levels in order to accelerate progress towards 
sustainable development.

The GAP image (visual), with its dynamic arrow suggesting a 
forward movement around the world, was designed to increase 
the Programme’s visibility at the national, regional and global 
levels. 

UNESCO Global Action Programme on
Education for Sustainable Development

Use at global and regional level 

Members of UNESCO networks as well as other partners and 
stakeholders of the GAP are encouraged to use the visual on 
communication materials for their relevant activities. To obtain 
the required prior written authorization from UNESCO, please 
address your request to esd@unesco.org.

Key Partners of the GAP will use the visual with the wording ‘Key 
Partner’ on their communication materials.

UNESCO Global Action Programme on
Education for Sustainable Development

Key Partner

Use at national level

A National Commission for UNESCO can use the GAP visual on 
the communication materials for its activities contributing to the 
GAP as long as the National Commission’s logo is placed on the 
materials.  

A National Commission for UNESCO can also authorize the use 
of the visual on the communication materials of stakeholders that 
organize national activities contributing to the GAP, as long as the 

use of the National Commission’s logo, accompanied by the text 
‘With the support of’, is authorized regarding the same activities.

Should a National Commission wish to develop a specific 
mechanism and adapt the visual for national implementation 
purposes, the National Commission concerned should contact 
UNESCO (esd@unesco.org). 
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The UNESCO ESD website and Clearinghouse

Many innovative and effective Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD) initiatives, practices, approaches and 
processes support the worldwide implementation of the Global 
Action Programme (GAP). It is important to document and 
publicize these activities in order to inspire others and encourage 
the scaling up of ESD.  

The UNESCO ESD website with its online Clearinghouse serves 
these objectives, providing information and resources for everyone 
involved in implementing the GAP. 

UNESCO ESD website 

The ESD website (http://en.unesco.org/themes/education-
sustainable-development) provides information on GAP 
objectives, strategies and Key Partners in English and French. 

The following information can be found on the website:

→→ introduction to ESD, the UN Decade on ESD, the World 
Conference on ESD and the 2015 World Education Forum;

→→ presentation of the goal, objectives, and strategies of the GAP;

→→ description of the five Priority Action Areas of the GAP;

→→ description of the Partner Networks and a presentation of all 
Key Partners in the Networks;

→→ collection of ESD resources provided in the GAP Clearinghouse.

GAP ESD Clearinghouse

The GAP Clearinghouse is a repository for ESD resources, news 
and events from all over the world, featuring shared experiences 
and practices from each UNESCO region (Africa, Arab States, Asia 
and the Pacific, Europe/North America, Latin America and the 
Caribbean). It showcases learning resources, good ESD practices 
and innovative research of not only the GAP Partner Networks but 
a wide variety of ESD stakeholders/actors. It is designed to help 
create synergies and cross-cutting collaboration.

All Clearinghouse material is available at no cost to the user. 
The interface is in English and French. You can visit the GAP 
Clearinghouse at: http://en.unesco.org/gap-esd-clearinghouse  
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