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• Basic steps of planning the Sustainable Environmental Education Policy 
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SEEP and determination of new issues of investigation. 

  

• Innovative examples 
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FOCUS OF PRESENTATION  



Environmental Education – Education for 
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Findings in National Context 

 

• Fragmentation and inconsistency in the way that environmental issues were confronted in 

schools.    

 

•  The emphasis was given to guided environmental education programs where in most 

cases didn’t have any connection and relation with the reality of the schools, the needs, 

problems and it’s particularities.  

 

• Absence of Sustainable Development Issues and inability to investigate those issues 

holistically and in the frame of social, cultural, economical dimensions of sustainable 

development.   

 

• Emphasis on knowledge – inability of motivation, participation and action.  

 

•  Neglecting the role of social, humanistic sciences as well as arts. Restricted mostly to 

the ecological dimensions with emphasis to subjects that are closely related with the 

natural aspects of environment (sciences, biology, geography etc.) 

 

Findings in International Context 

•Sustainable Development consist a central concept in all aspects of life. 

•Transition from EE to ESD with emphasis to participation and action.  



What we  considered?:  

 

•  UNESCO Decade of Education for Sustainable Development  

(2005-2015) 

•  UNECE Strategy for ESD (2005) 

• Global Action Program on ESD (UNESCO) 

• SDGs -2030 (UN) 

•  New framework for ESD implementation  

•The challenges that Cyprus Schools are facing regarding the 

ESD.  
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WHAT  WE AIM THROUGH  THE 

CURRICULUM OF EE/ESD  

TO CREATE A 

SUSTAINABLE SCHOOL 

THAT WILL OPERATE AS 

AN AGENT OF SOCIAL 

AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

CHANGE  

 

ESD IS SET IN THE HURT 

OF THE SCHOOL LIFE 

AIMIMG TO CREATE A 

NEW CULTURE BASED ON 

SUSTAINABLE MODELS 

OF LEAVING 



EE/ESD in  the New School Timetable 

 

EE/ESD permeates all the subjects of the Curriculum (Interdisciplinary 

approach) 

 

HOWEVER, IN ORDER FOR REINFORCING  AND SUPPORTING MORE 

THE ENVIRONMETAL AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT ISUES IN 

SCHOOL UNIT 

  

EE/ESD is introduced in the school timetable with 2 teaching periods per 

week from 1st to 4th in the frames of the interdisciplinary subject “Life 

Education”. In 5th and 6th grade it is taught separate 1 teaching period 

per week as ESD.   

 

All the environmental education programs are incorporated in the 

Curriculum of EE/ESD (eco-schools, leaf etc).  

Environmental Education – Education for 
Sustainable Development 
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The Philosophy of the National Curriculum of EE / ESD 

Sustainable School 

• Each school aims - in a systematic, long-term and in the basis of its 

own needs and particularities – to develop culture in all the 

participants and a new way of thinking based on quality of life and to 

our right to live sustainably.         

• Improvement of the school unit concerning its environmental – 

sustainable profile:  

1. In the educational level (change in the educational and teaching methods), 

2. In the organisational/technical level (utilisation of the school as an educational 

and teaching means), 

3.  In the social level (development of external relations and networks of 

cooperation with as more as possible institutions). 

Environmental Education – Education for 
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THE CYPRUS CURRICULUM EE/ESD 

• It is unified and common for all the educational levels with the logic 

that the philosophy of EE/ESD, its orientations and aims consist a basic 

demand for every educational level.  

• Each school has the opportunity and the possibility to approach each 

environmental issue and sustainability with a focus on its own needs 

and aims.  

The school works as an organisation which develops, evolve and 

reconstructs, aiming at its qualitative renewal and the renewal of the 

society, as well as the development of the students and the 

teachers.    

Environmental Education – Education for 
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IN WHICH PRINCIPLES IS THE NATIONAL 

CURRICULUM BASED? 

 Autonomy  

 

 Decentralization of Schools  
 

Synergy amongst local community  

  

Principle of “Community School” 

 Principle of interdisciplinarity and holistical approach  

The Curriculum for ESD is structured on thematic units and all the 

subjects are used as educational means (tools) for their 

investigation.  
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Energy  Poverty  

 Water Transportation Means 

Forest Production and Consumption 

Biodiversity  Urban Development 

Climatic changes-Desertification-

Land Degradation  

Culture and Environment 

 

Waste  Tourism 

THEMATIC UNITS OF THE NATIONAL 

CURRICULUM 

Environmental Education – Education for 
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Each thematic unit includes:   
 

• Basic concepts and vocabulary relevant to the particular issue. 
 

• Learning outcomes sought to be accomplished, for each level, which are 

differentiated according to the age of the students and developed as 

followed:  

            a) 1st level: the local level (1st – 2nd grade): “My neighborhood/my 

community” 

            b) 2nd level: the national level (3rd – 4th grade): “My community/my 

country” 

            c) 3rd level: the global level (5th – 6th grade): “My country/the world”  

 

 

Environmental Education – Education for 
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example of thematic unit consumption and production models.doc
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• POVERTY 

• DESERTIFICATION 

• ΤΟURISM 

• PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION 

• TRANSPORTATION MEANS 

Environmental Education – Education for 
Sustainable Development 
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2nd tourism.pdf
2nd tourism.pdf


WASTE 

1) Teacher’s 

Handbook 

(informational 

material and 

description of 

activities) 

2)  Worksheets 

3)  20 minute film 

4)  DVD with all the 

material in an 

electronic version 

In progress: 

Α) Educational kit for Energy  

Β) Educational material for Culture and Environment 

Environmental Education – Education for 
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The National Curriculum of EE / ESD depends 

on the planning of Sustainable Environmental 

Educational Policy (SEEP) of the school which 

is investigated and studied through the 

thematic units of the National Curriculum of EE / 

ESD.  

Environmental Education – Education for 
Sustainable Development 

The SEEP is: 

 

• designed , developed and implemented  by all the members of the school 

community, 

• prerequisites a change and intervention in the school and community,  

•  a long-term procedure,  

•  pursued the self-improvement of the school and the community in the 

framework of ESD 

 

../../analytiko programma, epimorfosi/odigos perivallontiks gia ton ekpaideytiko/final odigos teliko apo theodoro 25 june 2012/final final odigos perivallontikis (25 september 2012).pdf


BASIC STEPS OF PLANNING OF 
SUSTAINABLE – ENVIRONMENTAL 
EDUCATIONAL POLICY (SEEP) 

Initial investigation 

of issues which can 

be studied by the 

school unit / 

Description of the 

area which the 

school is located 

(issues, problems, 

obstacles etc) 

2nd 

Step 

Selection of the 

issues which will 

be studied / 

Justification of 

this selection 

Locating the 

Thematic Units 

from the NC of 

EE / ESD with 

which the issue of 

investigation  is 

related  

Formation of the 

General Aim and 

objectives for the 

Sustainable – 

Environmental  

Educational Policy 

(SEEP) of the school 

unit  (The aims must 

should involve and 

must respond  to all 

the levels of aims of 

Environmental 

Education: 

knowledge, 

sensitisation, 

awareness, skill 

development, 

attitudes, 

participation - 

action) 

 

Determination of 

the changes 

pursued  for the 

school unit 

(educational, 

organisational/tec

hnical, social 

frames) and the 

community, based 

on the issues of 

investigation  

Planning of the  work 

in the class for 

contributing  to school 

SEE plan 

3rd  

Step 

4th 

Step 

5th 

Step 

Aims of SEEP which will be 

utilized in each class 

Selection of the learning 

outcomes from the Thematic 

Units  with which the issues 

is related 

Infusion in the different 

lessons – Utilisation of units 

from other lessons  

Activities which will be 

organised 

6th 

Step 

Fields of study and 

institutions which will be 

used  

1st  

Step 

I

n

c

l

u

d

e

s 
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translated finalentipo sxediasmou, aeiforoy-ekapideytikis politikis tou sxoleiou(gia metafrasi february 2012)%5b1%5d.doc
translated finalentipo sxediasmou, aeiforoy-ekapideytikis politikis tou sxoleiou(gia metafrasi february 2012)%5b1%5d.doc
translated finalentipo sxediasmou, aeiforoy-ekapideytikis politikis tou sxoleiou(gia metafrasi february 2012)%5b1%5d.doc
translated finalentipo sxediasmou, aeiforoy-ekapideytikis politikis tou sxoleiou(gia metafrasi february 2012)%5b1%5d.doc
translated finalentipo sxediasmou, aeiforoy-ekapideytikis politikis tou sxoleiou(gia metafrasi february 2012)%5b1%5d.doc
translated finalentipo sxediasmou, aeiforoy-ekapideytikis politikis tou sxoleiou(gia metafrasi february 2012)%5b1%5d.doc
translated finalentipo sxediasmou, aeiforoy-ekapideytikis politikis tou sxoleiou(gia metafrasi february 2012)%5b1%5d.doc
translated finalentipo sxediasmou, aeiforoy-ekapideytikis politikis tou sxoleiou(gia metafrasi february 2012)%5b1%5d.doc
translated finalentipo sxediasmou, aeiforoy-ekapideytikis politikis tou sxoleiou(gia metafrasi february 2012)%5b1%5d.doc
translation of class plan (february 2012).doc
translation of class plan (february 2012).doc
translation of class plan (february 2012).doc
translation of class plan (february 2012).doc


I

t

 

i

n

c

l

u

d

e

s 

Self-Evaluation 
of each class 

 

1st Step  

Thematic Units – Issues investigated 
during the school year 

Aims of SEEP implemented by each class for 
the students, the school, and the 

community 

Evaluation of the level of implementation of 
aims set in the frames of SEEP in: 

Social Level 

Educational –Teaching level 

Organisational Level 

Investigation of problems, diagnosis of 
needs and determination of issues for the 

following school year.                                    

 

2nd 

Step 

Evaluation of the level of implementation 
of the aims set in the frames of SEEP of 

the school unit  

Characteristics of the 
school and level of 

orientation towards the 
idea of sustainable 

schools 

What has been achieved 
in relation to the learning 

outcomes  

Other elements related to 
the issue which could be 
studied/other issues of 

investigation for the next 
school year 

I

t 

 

i

n

c

l

u

d

e

s 

Level of achievement of SEEP 

Environmental Education – Education for 
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translated entipo_ aytoaksiologisis_taksisi(gia metafrasi february 2012)doc%5b1%5d.doc
translated entipo_ aytoaksiologisis_taksisi(gia metafrasi february 2012)doc%5b1%5d.doc
translated entipo_ aytoaksiologisis_taksisi(gia metafrasi february 2012)doc%5b1%5d.doc
translated entipo_ aytoaksiologisis_taksisi(gia metafrasi february 2012)doc%5b1%5d.doc
translated entipo ypovolis ekthesis proodoynewformat(february 2012 gia metafrasi)1)%5b1%5d.doc
translated entipo ypovolis ekthesis proodoynewformat(february 2012 gia metafrasi)1)%5b1%5d.doc
translated entipo ypovolis ekthesis proodoynewformat(february 2012 gia metafrasi)1)%5b1%5d.doc


• It is expected from the school unit to locate possible issues of 

study related to Environmental Education-Education for 

Sustainable Development, based on the aims of Sustainable-

Environmental Educational Policy, so as to be set as primary 

issues for investigation for the next school year. 

 

• The material of the diagnosis of the needs for the next school 

year and determination of the issues of study stays in the 

school for briefing, guidance and assistance of the teachers 

appointed in the school unit the next school year.  

Based on the evaluation of the level of 

implementation of the SEEP: 

Environmental Education – Education for 
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…after four years of the nationwide  EE/ESD curriculum implementation  we 

have the first results of change …. 
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Adaptation of a Park 

H’ primary school 
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Shop Exchange  

IZ Primary School 
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Green house  

Livadia Primary School 



THANK YOU 
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